Hi everyone, Eileen here
again to welcome you to a
brand new year for etc. | hope
everyone had a lovely Christ-
mas and New Year, as | did
with all of my family around,
including my Son, his wife and
2 of my grandchildren over
from Perth.

“Wind In The Willows” was a
great success. Adults and
children were equally en-
thralled. The cast and crew
were very convincing in their
costumes, and the make-up
was superb. Thanks to
Rachael for her wonderful
direction and with the help
from John and Rachael
(Sound and Lighting), our erst-
while and ever unfazed Roz,
(Stage Manager), we pulled it
off beautifully. Thanks also the
talented team of make-up art-
ists, who did a remarkable job
of bringing to life all of the
creatures in the play. | know
the children loved all of the
characters, especially Toad
(Samantha), Alfred (the horse,
Marianne), Badger (Marg),
Rattie (Tess), and of course
Moley (Bevan). The cast broke
with tradition a couple of times
and came into the audience
after the performances in full
make-up and costume. This
proved to be brilliant as the
children were able to identify
with their favourite characters
and interact with them. Also
thanks to our lovely Sam for
her Front Of House manage-
ment. In all the whole team
bought together a great end of
the year performance and |
was proud of you all.

VDL AWARDS We did well
again in the 2009 VDL
Awards, carrying off the Best
Actress Award — Comedy,
Kirstie Jarvis, for her wonder-
ful and talented performance
in ‘Steaming’. And Nomination
for Best Supporting Actress —
Comedy, Margaret Rawlinson.
We are so proud of you both,
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as we are of all the cast and
director Susan Flint. Also
congratulations to Dawn
Hinrichsen who was nomi-
nated for Best Supporting
Actress — Drama, for her role
in ‘Minefields and Miniskirts’
for The Mount Players. Etc
were represented with 16
people attending on the night
and ‘a good time was had by
alrn

2010 PLAYBILL is on back
page, and “Away” has al-
ready been cast, and started
rehearsals yesterday.

ANNUAL AGM is on Mon-
day 8™ February 2010. All
positions on the committee
become vacant on that date
and a new committee will be
elected. | hope they can
keep up the standard as set
by last year's committee,
which I'm sure they will. All
members are invited to join
us on that night, or if you
cannot, you can putin a
proxy nomination for anyone
whom you think would be of
benefit on the committee this
year. The positions are,
President, Vice President,
Treasurer and Secretary,
with at least four ordinary
members to complete our
quorum. The other positions
which need to be filled, and
do not always have to be
members of the Committee
are:- Set Construction Cap-
tain, Lighting and Sound,
Newsletter Editor, Ticket
Secretary, Liaison Officer,
Publicity Officer, Front of
House Manager and Social
Secretary. All of these posi-

tions are an important facet in

the running of a successful
theatre company. So if you
think you'd be suitable come
along or let someone know.

NEW KEYING SYSTEM will
be installed in 2010 by the
council, with electronic
‘swipe’ cards. This allows us

to be on the premises only at
times we have booked with
the council. There may be
some ‘teething’ problems but
we hope it won't be as bad as
Myki!!! Nevertheless, we
have overcome more adver-
sities in the past. So | wel-
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come you all to the 2010 sea-

son, which brings us into our
34" year and good luck to
you all.

Yours in Theatre, Eileen
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More info on sponsors are on our website. Check them out at
www.essendontheatrecompany.com. If you feel your business is
able to assist us then we’d love to hear from you.
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