
  
Essendon Theatre Company 

Quarterly Newsletter 2011 

 

Bradshaw Street, West Essendon   Issue 2 
 
Bookings:  03 9330 4808                June 2011 

 

 

Hi Again! 
So, the 2011 season is coming along 
nicely, our second production 
‘Rope’ is coming along nicely - there 
was a slight hitch early on but 
rehearsals are coming along 
brilliantly and the set will be 
completed this weekend.                          
I am helping out backstage this 
time, its great to be able to get back 
into the swing of things.  
(It’s been a while) 

ETC Garage Sale went well, we 
managed to get tidy up  and ‘get rid’ 
of a few things. 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Fundraisers include a 
GIANT Tupperware party and a 
Trivia Night 

Once again, if you are keen to get 
amongst the theatre world and 
interested in volunteering for one 
of our productions this year, take 
the leap and fill in the volunteer 
form at: 
www.essendontheatrecompany.co
m/getinvolved.php  
 
Until Next Issue…. 

Cat     xo 
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2011 ETC 

Productions 
The Norman Conquests – Living 

Together 

24th March – 2nd April 2011         
Rope 

23rd June – 2nd July 2011 

Black Rock 

8th Sept – 17th Sept 2011 

Beyond a Joke 

24th Nov – 3rd Dec 2011 

 

Subscriptions Due 1st March  

If you haven’t already paid, please 
do so as soon as possible. 

$20 - Single 

$25 - Family 

$15 - Pensioners/Students 

EDITORS COMMENTS 

‘LIVING TOGETHER’ REVIEW 
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http://www.essendontheatrecompany.com/getinvolved.php


 
 
Those of you who saw our last play 

‘Living Together’ enjoyed a treat. 
The same cast appeared in our 2010 
end-of-year production ‘Table 
Manners’ and they did it again!! 

Congratulations to Tess and her 
cast, who obviously love working 
together, please read the review in 
this Newsletter which speaks for 
itself.    We took the plunge and 
entered this one for our VDL Award 
entry and I think we did the right 
thing.  As you might know we had 
to scrap our plans to produce 
‘Twelve Angry Men’ to be Directed 
by Rachel Holt due to the fact we 
could not get the rights to perform. 
But Rachael wants to apply again 
for next year, 2012 and we have 
promised she can do it providing 
rights are still not withheld.                                      
Rachel is still directing the 3rd play 
for this year, 2011.                       
These things happen in Amateur 
Theatre, so the show must go on!! 

CURRENT PLAY                           
‘ROPE’ By Patrick Hamilton – 
adapted by Bruce Cochrane - 
Directed by Karen Parrot.                                            
Karen has finally cast ‘Rope’. She 
has had a few hiccups with the 
leading man, with several 
outstanding candidates pulling out 
for various reasons.  Bevan Uren, 
who we all know and love, was 
originally cast, but had to back out 
for medical reasons.  Sorry to lose 
you in this role Bevan, but I know 
you can’t keep a good man down 
and no doubt you will be ‘treading 
the boards’ again in the near future.        
Set building is underway under the 
eagle eyes of Tony and John and 
Karen is looking forward to bringing 
this one to our audiences.                                    

4TH PLAY -  ‘BEYOND A JOKE’ By 
Derek Benfield                               
This will be our last play for the 
year, a comedy to be Directed by 
the lovely Mel De Bono.  This will 
Mel’s first play with ETC and we are 
looking forward to experiencing 
Mel’s unique talent as a Director.  
Look out Tony and John, Mel wants 
a full set consisting of a Living Room 
and a Garden, where all of the 
action takes place, so we all have 
our work cut out to meet Mel’s 
standards. 

GARAGE SALE                                           
In other news, we had a Garage Sale 
in March and made about $800.  
This gave us an opportunity to clean 
out the wardrobe room and the 
shed.  It was hard to let go of some 
of the items as most of them have 
had some sort of emotional value to 
us who have seen them used in 
various productions over the years.  
Nevertheless, these things have to 
happen and we needed the space. 

FAREWELL                                            
Sadly my last task is to say goodbye 
to our Life Member and good friend 
Adam Smigielski who died in April.             
Adam came to us as a teenager in 
our very early years.  His job was to 
bring his brother Ed, Angelo 
Bisognano and Ian Robinson, who 
were drama students at the high 
school, encouraged by their teacher 
to join an Amateur group.  Adam 
became part of our ‘Youth Group’ 
which was also attended amongst 
others by my children.                                                
Who could forget Adam as 
‘Dangles’, the best man, in 
‘Dimboola’, “Who’s for a burl with 
Shirl?”, and the guitar playing ‘Tippy 
Hippy’ in ‘Fantasmargorical’.                                                             

Adam became a firm fixture always 
there, always reliable, whether it be 
Set Building, Lighting, Back Stage, 
you name it he was there.  Turning 
up in his ‘Adam Bomb’ with his dog 
‘Roadie’ always in tow. 

Adam was in fact the instigator of 
the ‘Life Membership’ Awards held 
for the first time in 1986 at the 
Essendon Bowling Club, where 
several of us were presented with 
our badges.  Adam moved to 
Queensland in the ‘90’s to pursue a 
career in set construction with 
some of the big Production 
companies doing movies up there, 
but he always kept in touch.  He 
came down to Melbourne for our 
25th Anniversary and met up with 
Kerin Britton, another one of our 
Life Members, who had also moved 
to Queensland.  They had met years 
before, but this time ‘sparks flew’ 
and before we knew it they were 
married on 23rd March 2003 at 
Queens Park in Melbourne.  This 
was the one and only time most of 
us had ever seen Adam in shoes!! 

Sadly on 7th April this year Adam 
was taken from us.  He leaves Kerin, 
Benjamin aged 7 and Megan aged 3,  
His father, Wincenty, brothers Ed 
and Steve and sister Helen and 
several nieces and nephews, to 
whom  Adam “don’t call me the ‘U’ 
word” was the world. 

Farewell to our long haired, lovable friend.                                             

ADAM WINCENTY SMIGIELSKI  
19.08.1959 – 07.04.2011 

‘THONGS FOR THE MEMORY’ 

Eileen 

PRESIDENTS REPORT MAY 2011 



 
 

 

 

Branden wants excitement at 
any price. He persuades his 
weak minded friend Charles, 
to assist him in the murder of 
a fellow undergraduate. 
Ronald Kentley. They place 
the body in a wooden chest 
and invite some 
acquaintances, including the 
dead man’s father, to a party. 
The horror and tension work 
up gradually and we see the 
reactions of the two 
murderers, closely watched 
but the suspicious Robert 
Cadell…will he be able to 
catch them… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Cast:  

Branden – Brayden Germaine  
Charles – Robert Wightwick  
Mr Kentley – Andrew Gemmell  
Kenneth – Jaime Cerd  
Leila – Madeline French  
Debra – Leigh Tangee  
Sascha – Rosalin Shafik-Eid  
Robert - Michael Finemore-Cocks 

 

Production Dates: 

Thursday June 23rd, Friday 24th, 
Saturday 25th at 8.00PM  
June 26th Sunday Matinee at 
2:00PM  
Thursday June 30th, Friday July 1st, 
and Saturday 2nd at 8:00PM 

Doors open half an hour before the 
show start time 
 

Venue: 
West Essendon Community Centre 
Bradshaw Street West Essendon 
(Enter via Buckley Street) 
 

Bookings: 

Call Eileen on 9330 4808 

 

 

 

Performed                                     
“Theatre Restaurant style”                                                     

BYO FOOD AND DRINKS 

 

 

 

Upcoming Auditions 

BLACK ROCK – by Nick Enright 
Directed by – Rachael Holt 

 

Synopsis: 

Its Toby Ackland’s birthday party at 
the beach near a surf club. It should 
mean alcohol, drugs and good 
CLEAN fun. But by morning, a young 
girl is dead. She’s been raped by 3 
boys and bashed with a rock. 

 

Season: 
8-Sep-11 to 17-Sep-11 

 

Audition Time/Date: 

Monday 5th July – 7.30pm 

Thursday 7th July – 7.30pm 

 

Enquiries: 0402 939 096 

 

Expressions of Interest 

Essendon Theatre Company is 
calling for Directors for the 2012 

and 2013 Season. If you are 
Interested please email:     

essendontheatrecompany@gmail.com   
or call Eileen on 03 9330 4808 

 

2011 ETC COMMITTEE 

President – Eileen Bentley 

Vice President – John Degabriele 

Secretary – Rosilin Shafik-Eid 

Treasurer – Christine Nilsson 

Newsletter – Cat Dwyer 

Set Design – Tony Leach 

Member – Sam Ellen Bound  

ROPE –  
By Patrick Hamilton  

Adapted by Bruce Cochrane and Lance Reenstiena 

Directed by Karen Parrott 

 



 
 

23-25 Chester Road. Altona. Victoria  

– 03 9398 1088 

 
 

Natasha Boyd 
Co-Owner / Manager 
Book Bonding 
409 Keilor Road 
Niddrie, 3042 
 
Ph. 03 9374 4458 9374  
info@bookbonding.com.a
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